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Week of October 30, 1989 


BLACK MANAGEMENT FIRM HONORED 
BY U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


WASHINGTON, D.C.--Booker Jones, founder and president of 
MINACT, Inc. has received the Labor Department's “Outstanding 
Minority Contractor of the Year Award." The award was presented 
in recognition of "exceptionally high quality work." The firm, 
of Jackson, Miss., operates four Job Corps centers under contract 
with the Labor Department. 


"Booker Jones has become a role model for minority youth 
while at the same time providing employment opportunities for 
minorities at all levels of the organization," said Job Corps 
Director Peter Rell during recent ceremonies in Washington, D.C. 
honoring Jones. “He has also been an untiring volunteer in the 
community." 


Jones founded MINACT, Inc. in 1978, deriving the name from 
"Minorities in Action." That same year he successfully competed 
for the contract to operate the Knoxville Job Corps Center. The 
firm continued to operate the center for eight years. 


Jones said the idea of operating Job Corps centers 
originated while he worked at the Breckenridge Job Corps Center 
in Kentucky. 


His MINACT firm now has more than $20 million in annual 
contracts to operate Job Corps centers in St. Louis and Excelsior 
Springs, Mo., Batesville, Miss., and Bamburg, S.C. 


In addition, the firm operates skills training facilities 
under the Job Training Partnership Act. These facilities offer 
training and job placement services to disadvantaged, unskilled 
youth and adults. 


In 11 years, MINACT has grown to a business employing more 
than 700 persons. 





week of October 30. 1989 


JOLE ANNOUNCES STATES SELECTED FOR 
ACADEMY ON FAMILIES AND CHILDREN AT-RISK 


WASHINGTON -- Secretary of Labor Elizabeth Dole has 
announced the ten states selected for the Academy on Families and 
Children At-Risk to be conducted by the Council of State Policy 
and Planning Agencies (CSPA), an affiliate of the National 
Governors’ Association. 


Selected by the CSPA board of directors in consultation with 
sponsoring organizations and agencies, the ten states will 
participate in an 18-month academy process designed to develop in 
each state a statewide, integrated strategy to address the 
problems of families and children at-risk. The states selected 
are Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Iowa, Maryland, New York, North 
Dakota, Oregon, Texas and Washington. , 


The Department of Labor is the primary funder of the academy 
and co-sponsor along with the Departments of Health and Human 
Services, Education, and Housing and Urban Development, the 
American Welfare Association and the Council of Chief State 
School Officers. 


"The academy represents an important step forward to assist 
young people and families who are at-risk of failure in the labor 
market," Secretary Dole said. 


"I have been working with Secretary of Education Cavazos and 
Secretary of Transportation Sullivan to ensure our efforts will 
be coordinated and interdependent. Only through coordination of 
services will our efforts be maximized to provide the help that 
is needed," said Secretary Dole. 


The academy will involve the participation of teams of high- 
level policy officials representing the governors and human 
service agencies of the ten states. The program will bring the 
state teams together in three week-long meetings and will involve 
intensive in-state technical assistance to further the policy 
development process. 


The first meeting of the ten state teams is scheduled for 
Dec. 10-14 in Phoenix, Ariz. 
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THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--SEPTENBER 1989 


WASHINGTON --The Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers (CPI- U) rose 0.3 percent before seasonal adjustment in 
September to a level of 125.0 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor has reported. For the 
12-month period ended in September, the CPI-U increased 4.3 
percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers (CPI-W) also increased 0.3 percent in 
September prior to seasonal adjustment. The September 1989 
CPI-W level of 123.6 was 4.3 percent higher than the index 
in September 1988. 


CPI_ for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.2 
percent in September after recording no change in August. 
Apparel prices, reflecting the introduction of fall and 
winter merchandise, turned up sharply in September, 
following declines in each of the preceding 3 months. Price 
movements in most other major expenditure groups in 
September were virtually the same as in August. In 
particular, food and shelter costs rose slightly, while the 
cost of medical care increased substantially. These 
advances were partially offset by declines in the indexes 
for transportation and other goods and services. 


Consumer prices rose at a seasonally adjusted annual 
rate (SAAR) of 1.6 percent in the third quarter of 1989, 
following increases of 6.1 and 5.7 percent in the first and 
second quarters, respectively. This brought the year-to- 
date annual rate of increase in the CPI-U to 4.4 percent, 
the same rate as 1988. Although the overall rates for the 
two periods were the same, the composition of change was 
different. Energy prices, which rose only slightly in 
1988, have advanced at a 6 percent annual rate in 1989. 
Prices for energy commodities, which declined in 1988, rose 
sharply in the first 2 quarters of 1989 before declining in 
the third quarter. Food prices surged upwards in the first 
half of 1989, before slowing in the third quarter, and have 
risen at about the same rate as last year. Shelter costs in 
1989 continued to increase at about the same rate as in 
each of the 3 preceding years. 
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STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
UN FO 


WASHINGTON -- Nonfarm payroll employment was higher in 
August 1989 than a year earlier in 48 states and the District of 
Columbia, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. 
Department of Labor. Unemployment rates were lower in 32 states 
over this same period. The national unemployment rate for all 
civilian workers, not seasonally adjusted, declined by 0.3 
percentage point over the year, from 5.4 to 5.1 percent. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not 
adjusted for seasonality, comparisons in this release are limited 
to changes from the same month a year earlier. Over-the-month 
comparisons may be affected by seasonal changes and thus could 
present a misleading picture of underlying economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Ten states reported over-the-year declines of more than 1 
percentage point in their unemployment rate. The largest 
declines were in Louisiana (2.8 percentage points), Oklahoma (2.5 
points), and Alaska (2.4 points). Over-the-year increases of 0.5 
percentage point or more occurred in 10 states. Three New 
England states experienced the greatest increases--Vermont (1.6 
percentage points), New Hampshire (1.0 point), and Massachusetts 
(0.8 point). 


August unemployment rates were below 4 percent in 15 
states. Hawaii (1.8 percent), had the lowest rate, followed by 
Maine and Virginia (both 3.0 percent). Only Louisiana (8.3 
percent) had a rate higher than 8 percent. (See the map.) 


Of the 257 metropolitan areas for which August data are 
available, 55 had over-the-year decreases in their unemployment 
rate of 1 percentage point or more, and 19 had increases of that 
magnitude. Seventy-eight areas had rates below 4 percent, while 
15 had rates higher than 8 percent. The lowest rates were in 
Honolulu, Hawaii (1.7 percent), Portland, Maine (2.2 percent), 
and Charlottesville, Va. (2.4 percent). Four areas, all in 
Texas, had rates in excess of 10 
percent~--McAllen-Edinburg-Mission (17.7 percent), 
Brownsville-Harlingen (13.2 percent), Laredo (11.3 percent), and 

El Paso (10.6 percent). 


Employment 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly 
survey of nonagricultural establishments, rose by 2 percent or 
more in 23 states between August of 1988 and 1989. Nevada (6.5 
percent) continued to have the largest percentage job gain, 
followed by Washington (5.2 percent), Alaska (5.1 percent), South 
Carolina (4.4 percent), and Utah (4.2 percent). 


-more~- 
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Every state reported over-the-year job gains in services. 
Over three- fourths of the states had increases in trade; 
finance, insurance, and real estate; and government. 
Three-fifths also showed increases in manufacturing and in 
transportation and public utilities. 


-more- 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The first state legislation permitting the state to attempt 
to settle labor disputes was in 1878 in Maryland, according to 
"Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


e- @& @ 


The first state legislation authorizing voluntary 
arbitration was in Pennsylvania in 1883, according to “Labor 
Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


¢# # # 


The first collective bargaining agreement in the building 
trades was gained by bricklayers in New York City in 1885, 
according to “Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department 
publication. 








